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FORD FOUNDATION GRANT TO ILLUMINATE 
CENTRAL AMERICAN REFUGEE STATUS, TREATMENT 
The University of San Diego Law School has been awarded 
a $16,250 Ford Foundation Grant to conduct the nation's 
first academic study of the legal status and treatment of 
Central American refugees in Mexico. 
The six-month study is an attempt to determine whether 
Mexico provides safe haven for refugees from Central 
America. Because hundreds of thousands of Central Americans 
have passed through Mexico on their way to seek refuge in 
the United States, their legal status in Mexico "has become 
an increasingly important issue in the U.S. courts," said 
Susan Drake, a coordinator for USD's Mexico-U.S. Law 
Institute. 
The study will be administered by the USD Institute, 
which is co-sponsoring it with the National Autonomous 
University, Mexico's leading law school. 
Attorney Joan Friedland, an American attorney living in 
Mexico City, will conduct the study along with Jesus 
Rodriguez y Rodriguez, a Mexican expert on international 
law. 
Their findings could be significant in determining the 
outcome of asylum and deportation cases in the United 
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States, and could help shape U.S. policy toward Central 
American refugees. 
Currently, the U.S. government grants legal asylum to 
very few Central Americans, Drake said. "In denying asylum," 
Drake continued, "the U.S. government frequently maintains 
that the Central American refugees should have sought safe 
haven, or protection from the Mexican government when they 
traveled through Mexico. 
"There is very little data on the extent to which 
Central Americans can obtain legal protection in Mexico." 
Friedland estimates that there are 46,000 Guatemalans 
in southern Mexico refugee camps, but there are up to 
300,000 other Central Americans, primarily El Salvadorans, 
living in Mexico's interior. 
In the United States, there are about 500,000 Central 
American refugees, according to Friedland. 
For more information, please contact Susan Drake at 
260-4600, ext. 4750, or John Nunes at 260-4682. 
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